
 
 

 
 

Town of New Scotland 
New Scotland Hamlet Master Plan 

 
Study Advisory Committee (SAC) 

Meeting #3 – November 3, 2011 
 Voorheesville High School – 6:00 PM 

 
Meeting Summary 

 
 

I. Welcome and Agenda Review 
 

This was the third meeting of the Study Advisory Committee (SAC).  In attendance from 
the SAC were: 
 
 Katy O’Rourke, Liz Kormos, Kathy Macri, Leslie Lombardo, and Maura Mottolese 
 Jennifer Ceponis and Anne Benware, Capital District Transportation Committee (CDTC) 
 Mike Welti and Rick Lederer-Barnes, Behan Planning and Design 

 
There were also approximately four members of the public at the meeting as well as town 
councilman Dan Mackay.   

 
II. Review Notes from SAC Meeting #2 (September 2011) 
 

There were no comments on the meeting notes from the September meeting. It was 
agreed the notes would be posted on the project website and the town’s website.   

 
III.  Revised Draft Existing Conditions Report 
 

The revisions to the Existing Conditions Report were briefly reviewed. It was reiterated 
that the report is meant to be informational, and not a separate project in itself.  The 
report will continue to be updated as new data becomes available, and the final report 
will likely be an appendix in the Master Plan, with key findings summarized in the body of 
the report. CDTC highlighted some of the changes to the report. Data from Guilderland 
and Bethlehem were added to the report for comparison purposes.  Updates were made to 
the transportation and mobility section, including data from a Sunday count which 
included 19 bicyclists.  In addition the Mohawk Hudson Cycling Club provided rider data to 
include in the report. It was suggested that data and graphics could be added to the 
Existing Conditions summary to make the data easier to understand, for example 
something to make it clear how much traffic exists now and what does that mean in terms 
of future capacity. 
 
Some members of the committee felt the public would want to be able to review the 
report prior to the meeting, even though that is not the main focus of the meeting. It was 
suggested the report could be made available online, with a disclaimer making it clear 
that the report supports the process of creating the Master Plan and that it is not meant 
to convey conclusions or recommendations. 
 
There was concern that some of the information in the report may be implying certain 
conclusions – for example the discussion of the new Vista development suggests there will 



 
 

 
 

be a need for additional housing in New Scotland.  Want to be sure the report just details 
the facts. 
 
There was some discussion on agricultural resources, specifically that the American 
Community Survey (ACS) data from the US Census Bureau suggests there are no farmers in 
New Scotland, which clearly is not the case. Need to be clear in the report that the ACS 
data is not a comprehensive count like the 2010 population census, and that it would 
appear there were no farmers in the sample surveyed, and the ACS data represent 
estimates, not actual numbers.  It was noted that there is a lot of agricultural history in 
the area so it is important to highlight agriculture. There were reported agricultural 
statistic compiled as part of the comprehensive plan update process and an effort will be 
made to obtain that data and include it in this study. 
 
Need to make sure it is clear when data presented is just for the study area (like the 
historic resources) or if it is town-wide.  For town-wide data need to make sure the 
Village of Voorheesville is always included as it is part of the Town of New Scotland. 
 
Desire to see a map of existing water and sewer infrastructure, even if it is in a simplified 
version.  Also need to highlight capacity issues and how capacity is limited by the Town of 
Bethlehem. 
 
Want to get final comments to CDTC by November 18th.  The edited report and summary 
will be posted online a week prior to the Dec 1st workshop. 
 

IV.   Public Workshop #1 
 
Following the review of the Existing Conditions report the meeting focused on the 
upcoming public workshop to be held December 1st in the Voorheesville High School 
Commons. The format would be a presentation and then “break-out groups” of up to 10 
people.  If 80 people show up that would be eight groups facilitated by Behan Planning 
and Design and CDTC staff. 
 
The presentation will set the stage for the purpose of the study and what has been 
happening to date – committee meetings and Existing Conditions Report. There will be a 
brief overview of the CDTC linkage program and New Visions.  Highlights of the Existing 
Conditions Report will be presented as well as a summary of previous studies, including 
the visual preference survey, all of which will demonstrate that we are not starting from 
scratch with this project. 
 
Following the presentation we will have facilitated group discussions.  There will be large 
format maps of the study area for each table and possibly scale “blocks” to be placed on 
the map to assist with visualizing future development possibilities – having some known 
places to scale may also help, for example some of the local shopping plazas.  The general 
idea is that we are asking the public for ideas on density, land use, linkages, 
transportation choices and ideal types of development. We’ll allow for approximately 45 
minutes to an hour for discussions. The facilitators will make sure everyone has a chance 
to participate.  With approximately 5 minutes left the groups will summarize the key 
points from the discussion to provide a “script” for a presenter (someone from the group 
other than the facilitator) to report back to the rest of the audience during the meeting 
wrap-up. 
 



 
 

 
 

It was discussed whether committee members would participate in the group discussions 
or “float” to the different groups to be able to hear the various conversations occurring 
and not necessarily provide their own comments as they have ample opportunity 
throughout the process.  The idea of floating between the groups was agreed upon to be 
the best solution. 
 
Ultimately the information from the public workshop will likely lead to revised land use 
regulations for the hamlet.  
 
The committee felt it was important that the facilitators understand the development 
constraints in the hamlet so that the group participants know what may or may not be 
possible.  Also want to make sure we make it clear that when we are discussing the 
“hamlet” we are not referring to the Hamlet Zoning District, as that is something 
completely different.  This area will likely need an entirely new zoning designation.  Also 
want to be sure we define “mixed-use.”   
 
It is important to listen well to all concerns people may have and will need to come up 
with recommendations that balance all the desires and concerns expressed at the 
workshop and also try and get people excited (in a positive way) about moving forward. 
 
It was suggested a comment sheet be provided and/or an email address for comments for 
the people that don’t feel comfortable speaking up in a public setting or that have 
additional thoughts they want to share with the committee after the meeting. 
 
It was decided that some refreshments be provided – cider, water, cookies and cider 
doughnuts – Katy will coordinate. 
 
Behan Planning and Design will create a flyer the committee members can distribute 
throughout town to advertise the workshop. The town can also do a press release 
approximately two weeks before the meeting – outlets include the Times Union, the 
Spotlight, and others. 
 

V. Next Steps 
 
Public Workshop – The workshop will be held in the commons at Voorheesville High School 
the Thursday, December 1st, at 6:30 PM. 
 
Next SAC meeting – The SAC will meet again in January – a date will be determined based 
on a Doodle poll. 

 
VI. Adjournment 


